
Page 62

LEIGHTON–LINSLADE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING

24 APRIL 2017 AT 1930 HOURS

Present:   Councillors  R Berry 
D Bowater
A Brandham
C Chambers
S Cotter – in the Chair
K Cursons
S Cursons
J Davies
A Dodwell 
K Ferguson 
J M Freeman
S Jones
F Kharawala
T Morris
C Palmer
C Perham 
G Perham
S Rahman
B Spurr
E Wallace

Also in attendance: M Saccoccio (Town Clerk)
S Sandiford (Head of Democratic & Central 
Services)
V Cannon (Head of Cultural & Economic 
Services)
I Haynes (Head of Grounds & Environmental 
Services)

Members of the Public:   2

131 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence had been received and were accepted from Councillor D 
Perham.

132 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members were asked to declare any interests, and the nature of those interests, 
that they might have in any of the items under consideration at the meeting.  

No declarations were made and no dispensations had been requested.  
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133 TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

Town Mayor Councillor S Cotter gave Council an update on recent fundraising 
events held in aid of his chosen charities, including a Turkish meal, big band 
concert and collections at local supermarkets. The last fundraising event of the 
year, a quiz night, would be held on 5 May. 

The Mayor advised he had attended a number of events within and outside the 
parish, including waving off the first train of the season at the Narrow Gauge 
Railway, an award ceremony recognising volunteers and a visit to the German 
twin town of Titisee-Neustadt. 

134 LEADERS’ ANNOUNCEMENTS

Councillor E Wallace, Leader of the Conservative group, expressed thanks to 
the Mayor for all his efforts throughout his Mayoral year, particularly in 
supporting charities. Thanks were also expressed to members of the 
Conservative group for having re-elected Councillor Wallace as Group Leader 
for the municipal year 2017-2018. A full programme of objectives for the next 
two years of the Council term had been identified. Councillors would be invited 
to express interest in committee appointments for the forthcoming year.  

135 QUESTIONS 

(a) There were no questions from members of the public.

(b) No questions had been received from Councillors. 

136 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Council received the draft minutes of the previous Council meeting held on 30 
January 2017 for consideration. 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the Council meeting held on 30 January 
2017 be approved as a correct record and were signed accordingly. 

137 COMMITTEE MINUTES

Council received the minutes of Committee meetings held since 30 January 
2017 for consideration. 

RESOLVED to receive the minutes of the following Committee meetings:

(i) Planning & Transport Committee 8 February 2017
(ii) Partnership Committee 16 February 2017
(iii) Policy & Finance Committee 27 February 2017 
(iv) Planning & Transport Committee 1 March 2017
(v) Grounds & Environmental Services Committee 6 March 2017
(vi) Planning & Transport Committee 22 March 2017
(vii) Cultural & Economic Services Committee 27 March 2017
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(viii) Policy & Finance Committee 10 April 2017
(ix) Planning & Transport Committee 12 April 2017 

 
Thanks were expressed to the Planning and Transport Committee for 
representations made to the Central Bedfordshire Development Management 
Committee. 

138 CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL

In accordance with Standing Order 11a, Council received a motion signed by 
six Councillors recommending the reversal of a decision taken at the Cultural 
and Economic Services Committee meeting of 27 March 2017 in respect of the 
Christmas Festival (Minute reference 030/CE).  

Discussion took place during which a number of views were expressed. Overall, 
it was felt by the majority that the current three-day Christmas Festival should 
be maintained for 2017, allowing sufficient time for consultation and gathering 
of evidence to support any potential future change. It was agreed that the 
Christmas festival was a key event in the annual calendar which was extremely 
popular with residents of the town. 

It was noted that the decision to overturn a decision taken by Committee was 
not to be taken lightly but that in this case, it was felt to be an appropriate course 
of action in order to reflect the majority view. 

Having been proposed and seconded, the motion to reverse the decision was 
put to the vote and carried (fourteen in favour, four against, two abstentions). In 
accordance with Standing Order 1 (t), a recorded vote was requested and taken 
(see Appendix A).  

RESOLVED that the decision taken on Item 8 of the Cultural and Economic 
Services Committee on 27 March 2017 with regard to the Christmas 
Festival Weekend be reversed and that the original recommendation be 
implemented, namely: to continue with the Christmas Festival weekend in 
its current format and to give one year’s notice of a full review of the event, 
with a view to introduce agreed alterations for 2018, that better utilise 
event resources. 

139 HEALTH AND SAFETY AND LONE WORKING

Further to the recommendation made by the Policy and Finance Committee on 
27 February 2017 (Minute reference 228/PF), Council received and was asked 
to consider endorsing a revised Health and Safety Policy and Lone Working 
Policy. Having been proposed and seconded, the recommendation was put to 
the vote and carried (18 in favour, 2 abstentions).    

RESOLVED to ratify the Health and Safety Policy and the Lone Working 
Policy. 
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140 OPERATION DODFORD SERVICE LEVEL AGREEMENT

Further to the recommendation made by the Policy and Finance Committee on 
10 April 2017 (Minute reference 238/PF), Council received and was asked to 
consider approval of a Service Level Agreement with Bedfordshire Police for 
additional policing activity through Operation Dodford for 2017-2018. 

The point was made that the police control room should be made aware of any 
officers undertaking voluntary overtime through Operation Dodford. 

On being proposed and seconded, the recommendation to approve the service 
level agreement was unanimously agreed. 

RESOLVED to approve the Operation Dodford Service Level Agreement 
with Bedfordshire Police for 2017-2018, to be signed by two Councillors in 
accordance with Standing Order 14. 

141 MARKET RELAUNCH PROJECT

Council received a verbal update from officers in respect of the Market 
Relaunch project, following circulation of information by email. Trader 
consultation was due to take place this week and would be followed by wider 
public consultation.  The consultation would be meaningful with engagement 
and feedback welcomed. Following analysis of the feedback gathered during 
consultation, any recommendations would go back to Committee for decisions 
to be taken by elected Members.

A number of Councillors expressed support for progressing the market relaunch 
project as soon as practicable and with sufficient publicity to ensure awareness.   

RESOLVED to note the information. 

142 RISK REGISTER ACTION PLAN

Further to the recommendation made by the Policy and Finance Committee on 
27 February 2017 (minute reference 230/PF), Council received and was asked 
to consider endorsing the Risk Register Action Plan for 2017-2018. 

RESOLVED to endorse the Risk Register Action Plan for 2017-2018, to be 
signed by the Town Mayor. 

143 CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 2017-2018

Further to the recommendation made by the Policy and Finance Committee on 
27 February 2017 (minute reference 231/PF), Council received and was asked 
to consider endorsing the Calendar of Meetings for 2017-2018, subject to any 
changes which might be agreed at the Annual Meeting on 15 May 2017. 
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RESOLVED to endorse the Calendar of Meetings for 2017-2018, subject to 
any changes which might be agreed at the Annual Meeting on 15 May 2017. 

144 ANNUAL REPORT 2016-2017

Further to the recommendation made by the Policy and Finance Committee on 
10 April 2017 (minute reference 244/PF), Council received and was asked to 
consider endorsing the content of the Annual Report for 2016-2017. It was noted 
that financial information would be included following the close of the financial 
year and that one or two other items still needed to be included.

It was proposed and seconded that the Annual Report be approved, subject to 
final revisions to include information still being finalised.  

RESOLVED to endorse the Town Council Annual Report for 2016-2017. 

145 QUARTERLY UPDATE REPORT

Council received a verbal presentation from the Town Clerk highlighting 
outcomes and successes achieved since the last Full Council meeting on 30 
January 2017. This included a breakdown of financial information and key 
outcomes achieved within each service area. 

RESOLVED to note the information. 

146 PARSON’S CLOSE RECREATION GROUND

Council received a report recommending the purchase of four people counters 
for the purposes of monitoring footfall entering Parson’s Close Recreation 
Ground. This would provide baseline information to help inform future 
arrangements in respect of catering provision within the park. It was noted that 
the equipment was battery powered and could potentially be redeployed to other 
parks or for use at community events.

Following a number of questions, it was proposed and seconded that the 
recommendation be approved. On being put to the vote, the recommendation 
was carried (18 in favour, 2 abstentions). 

RESOLVED that a maximum of four people counters be purchased for the 
purposes of monitoring footfall entering Parson’s Close Recreation 
Ground, to be funded from budget code 950/9102 (Parks). 

147 REPORT FROM CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCILLORS

It was noted that a period of purdah was currently being observed due to the 
forthcoming General Election to take place on 8 June 2017. 
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148 APPOINTMENTS TO OUTSIDE BODIES

Council was advised that the Narrow Gauge Railway Society was working 
towards holding some major events during 2018 in recognition of the works 
undertaken in 1918 as part of the war effort during World War 1

Council was advised of the ill health of a key local contact and agreed that best 
wishes should be passed on by the Town Clerk on behalf of the Council. 

149 EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED that, under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 
1960, the public be excluded on the grounds of the confidential nature of 
the business about to be transacted, which involves the likely disclosure 
of exempt information. The public and press to withdraw from the meeting 
during consideration of detailed discussion regarding adoption of land. 

Two members of the public left the meeting at 2102 hours. 

150 ADOPTION OF LAND

Council received a report and presentation in respect of the potential transfer of 
land to the Town Council. A number of varying views were expressed, as well 
as concerns in respect of potential risk and potential ongoing cost liabilities. 

An amendment to the recommendation contained within the report was 
proposed, seconded and put to the vote. 

RESOLVED to delegate authority to the Town Clerk to negotiate further in 
respect of the potential transfer of land to the Town Council and to bring 
an update back to Council at a future date.  
 

The meeting closed at 2145 hours. 

I HEREBY CONFIRM THAT THE FOREGOING IS A CORRECT AND ACCURATE 
RECORD OF THE MEETING HELD ON 24 APRIL 2017.

Chair                          15 MAY 2017  
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Appendix A

Recorded vote in respect of Minute Reference 138 (Christmas Festival)

FOR AGAINST ABSTAINED

Berry R X
Bowater D X
Brandham A X
Chambers C X
Cotter S X
Cursons K X
Cursons S X
Davies J X
Dodwell A X
Ferguson K X
Freeman J M X
Jones S X
Kharawala F X
Morris T X
Palmer C X
Perham C X
Perham D Not present at meeting
Perham G X
Rahman S X
Spurr B X
Wallace E X


